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PRIIT VESILIND G '77 
Going Home 
T he revolution for independence underway in the Baltic states isn't just a series of headlines to Priit Vesilind, 
even when the headlines are his own. 
Vesilind, senior assistant editor of 
National Geographic, is a native of 
hstonia whose family fled the country in 
1944 as Soviet troops were invading. 
He has returned to his homeland three 
times in the past decade, recently spending 
a month in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania 
for a story on the Baltic states. 
"There is tremendous change going on 
in all the republics of the Soviet Union, but 
these three are likely to be first to gain 
their independence," says Vesilind. "It was 
very dramatic and very emotional stuff." 
Vesilind, who holds a 1977 M.A. in pho-
tography from the Newhouse School, first 
wrote about Estonia for National Geographic 
in 1980. It was the first time anyone had 
been in one of the Baltic states for any 
length of time and reported on it. "It was a 
very big event for American Estonians," 
recalls Vesilind of the article's publication. 
"They'd been living their whole lives 
unrecognized because people didn't know 
what this country was all about. This gave 
them something to show people. It gave 
them recognition." And Vesilind became a 
minor hero of the Estonian community. 
The changes that have occurred in 10 
years are tremendous, Vesilind says. "Not 
materially, but psychologically. Freedom of 
speech has opened up all kinds of cultural 
changes. People are saying what they feel 
for the first time, really, in their whole 
lives." 
In November Vesilind flew to Berlin, 
hours after the wall opened. "I got out of 
the cab from the airport and began walking 
toward the wall and there were all these 
people walking toward me. At first I didn't 
realize what I was seeing," he says. "When 
I got to the gate there were literally thou-
sands of people streaming through the gate, 
all East Germans just coming through .... 
It was chaos. It was a madhouse. But it was 
jubilant. Extraordinary. It's like nothing I'd 
ever seen before." 
While many of his stories have been 
about Europe, Vesilind has covered sub-
jects as diverse as monsoons, Tahiti, and 
Eskimos. To research a story on the Ohio 
River he took a series of jobs in the region: 
picking tobacco, working on a boat, selling 
peanuts at a baseball stadium. In his new 
position as senior assistant editor he'll con-
centrate more on editing and become head 
of the expeditions department. 
Joumalist Priit Vesilind covered change in the Baltic states and Eastem Europe for National Geographic. 
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But the stories he's covered this year are 
likely to stick with him for a long time. 
"If you want to see what the old East 
Germany looks like," says Vesilind, "this is 
about the last time to do it, because the 
whole face of it is going to change within 
the next four or five years." 
-RENEE GEARHART LEVY 
LOU IS BANTLE ' 5 1 
Just Say Nyet M edical volunteers who traveled to Armenia after that republic's earthquake two years ago wit-
nessed the quake's devastation 
first-hand. Many saw another 
problem, unrelated yet height-
ened by the earthquake: widespread alco-
holism among the Soviet citizens. 
"It was not uncommon for people who 
went over ... to find doctors having a few 
drinks before they started working in the 
morning. That's a custom to them," says 
Louis F. Bantle. 
Bantle, who is chairman of the board, 
chief executive office~, and president of 
UST Inc., serves also as chairman emeritus 
of the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council of 
Fairfield County, Connecticut. Since 
November 1988, his team of American 
counselors and physicians has worked 
closely with a delegation of Soviet doctors, 
trying to combat rampant alcoholism in the 
Soviet republics. 
Two years ago, the Soviets visited the 
United States to study approaches to alco-
holism. T he trip included a stop at UST 
headquarters, which, like many American 
companies, responds to alcoholism and 
other worker problems with employee 
assistance programs. 
According to Bantle, the Soviets were 
surprised that American corporations sup-
port alcoholics in overcoming their disease. 
In Russia, Bantle says, "if you admit you're 
an alcoholic, you are registered as such and 
you're out of a job. You're really on the dole 
forever. Doctors have to report it to the 
government." 
Most treatment for Soviet alcoholics 
occurs in hospitals, says Bantle. "It's really 
a medical treatment- very little beyond 
that. . .. What we were trying to explain to 
them was the Alcoholics Anonymous pro-
gram- the 12-step program that has 
worked for drug and alcohol abuse in this 
country." 
Since the initial meeting, the U.S. and 
Soviet delegations have gathered several 
times in both countries for further discus-
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Louis Bantle ( center)works with members of a Soviet delegation to address alcoholism in the U.S.S.R. 
sions. Soviet doctors have participated in 
American rehabilitation programs as a form 
of training. They plan to share their experi-
ences with fellow citizens and eventually to 
create similar rehab centers in the Soviet 
Union. 
Bantle, a 19S 1 graduate of the School of 
Management, joined UST in 1962 and has 
been a board member of the Fairfield 
County council for 1S years. He knows that 
reducing alcoholism in the Soviet Union 
remains an uphill battle, particularly with 
the state of the Soviet economy. "Everyone 
in Russia today is looking for a way to make 
money and get a job," he says. "I think alco-
holism and the economy go hand-in-glove. 
"It's not going to happen overnight, 
that's for sure," he adds. "But one alcoholic 
saved can save the lives of many more." 
-MARY ELLEN MENCUCCI 
DIANE WEATHERS '71 
Food For Thought U pon her arrival in Chad, Diane Weathers was greeted by the Sultan of Kanem and 3S of his men on horses and camels, blowing horns in 
her honor. 
Weathers and a Japanese journalist 
she was accompanying enjoyed a traditional 
meal in the sultan's home, seated on the floor 
and eating with their hands. "He's a sultan 
and he has 11 wives and 4S children, but his 
kingdom is very, very poor right now," says 
Weathers, a consultant to the World Food 
Program. 
Chad, ravaged by war and drought, is 
being rebuilt with the aid of rice. The gov-
ernment, which has no money, is paying 
workers, who have no food, with rice sup-
plied by the World Food Program. 
the rice has been so successful, we'd like the 
Japanese to contribute more." 
To encourage this, she brings Japanese 
journalists to a building site. In her role as a 
public information and press relations consul-
tant, Weathers helped the journalist gain 
access to officials and areas that would not 
ordinarily receive a foreigner-even a jour-
nalist. This is her way of helping to ease the 
world's most chronic food shortages. 
The World Food Program, based in Rome, 
is the food-aid agency of the United Nations. 
It delivers emergency food assistance to 
refugees and victims of drought and, as in the 
case of Chad, to assist development. Weath-
ers, a journalist by training, has served the 
program for nearly two years, writing press 
releases and articles for U.N. publications and 
assisting journalists. Last summer, she spent 
two months in Nairobi as an information offi-
cer on a project called Operation Lifeline 
Sudan. 
"Sudan has also been devastated by war," 
says Weathers, a 1971 Newhouse School 
graduate. "In 1988 it was estimated that a 
quarter of a million people died because 
there was no food available. They couldn't 
farm and emergency supplies couldn't reach 
them." The U.N. negotiated an agreement 
between the government and the Sudanese 
rebels to allow food relief to pass through cer-
tain corridors of tranquility. The press began 
to pay attention to the previously inaccessible 
Sudan. 
For Weathers, this is a different side of the 
news business. She came to Rome after eight 
years with Newsweek, both as a lifestyle writer 
in New York and a Washington correspon-
dent covering business, labor, and agricul-
ture. She's also a frequent contributor to 
Black Enterprise, Essence, and the New York 
Times, among others. 
Her experience with the World Food Pro-
gram has opened her eyes in more ways than 
she'd anticipated. 
"[Chad] is one of the poorest countries in 
the world," she says, "but it's interesting to 
see how beautiful the people are. Their chil-
dren may be malnourished but they wrap 
them in brightly colored cloth, they decorate 
their faces, and their hair is braided in intri-
cate styles .... They have a very rich culture, 
which has been disrupted by famine, 
drought, and war." 
Her appreciation of food has changed, too. 
"These people spend more than SO percent 
of their time and SO percent of their income 
pursuing food-something we take for grant-
ed. We know that when we go to the store the 
shelves are going to be full. Even poor people 
in the United States may not eat properly, but 
everyone Can get food." -RENEE GEARHART L EVY 
"The Japanese had given the World Food 
Program many tons of rice to help Chad dur-
ing the emergency," says Weathers. "Because Diane Weathers (third from left), shown in Kenya, helps spread the good news of the World Food Program. 
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Douglas Barclay, as a member of OP I C, helps determine sensitive policies of American investment overseas. 
DOUGLAS BAR CL AY G'6 1 
Free Markets A s Eastern European nations struggle to establish post-Communist, free-market economies, three of them-Hungary, Poland, and Yugoslavia-
have a distinct advantage: support 
from the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation (OPIC), a U.S. govern-
ment agency that encourages American 
investment abroad and protects that invest-
ment from political instability. 
From the time he was nominated to 
OPIC's board of directors last November 
until he was sworn in May 7, H. Douglas 
Barclay witnessed two things: profound 
political transformation in the world, and 
OPIC's rise from obscurity to the forefront 
of American foreign policy. 
"It was an important organization before, 
but it has taken on even more significance," 
says Barclay, a 1961 graduate ofthe SU Col-
lege of Law. "President Bush has decided to 
utilize it as a tool offoreign policy." 
In operation since 1971, OPIC's purpose 
is to promote economic growth in develop-
ing nations by encouraging U.S. private 
investment there. While doing so, OPIC 
helps American companies remain compet-
itive in the international marketplace. 
The corporation can lend up to $50 mil-
lion to an American firm investing in a devel-
oping country, and guarantees those loans 
against a broad range of political risk-"for 
example," explains Barclay, "if a company's 
investment were nationalized, which hap-
pened when the Chilean government na-
tionalized copper mines, or if there were a 
Although OPIC programs exist in some 
116 countries around the world, the law bars 
the agency from operating in Communist 
nations. Congress has given OPIC a green 
light to go into Hungary, Poland, and 
Yugoslavia, and it may soon relax the ban for 
other Eastern European countries. Negotia-
tions are underway with Czechoslovakia 
and OPIC, in association with investment 
bankers Salomon Brothers, has established 
an Eastern European Growth Fund that 
expects to raise $200 million from investors. 
OPIC is also actively trying to steer U.S. 
investment toward Panama and Nicaragua. 
Unlike most government agencies, OPIC 
is financially self-sufficient and operates at a 
profit-$122 million last year. That's where 
Barclay hopes to be of service. As a member 
of the 15-person board of directors that sets 
policy and approves loans, he plans to put 
his financial expertise to work. Barclay is 
senior partner in the Syracuse law firm of 
Hiscock & Barclay, has served as both gen-
eral counsel and director of several financial 
institutions, and sits on the executive com-
mittee of Key Corp. and its subsidiary, Key 
Bank of Central New York. He holds 
numerous other board positions and is chair-
man of the Syracuse Supply Company. A 
specialist in banking and administrative law, 
Barclay is a 20-year veteran of the New York 
State Senate (1965-1984 ). 
Barclay says the new spotlight on OPIC 
may increase the demands of his new job. 
"Probably more companies are going to be 
interested [in OPIC] now that they know it 
exists," he says. -RENEE GEARHART LEVY 
KATHY CORREIA '8 7 
On German Soil l ast fall, shortly before the Berlin Wall came down, the West German militia flew Kathy Correia to West Germany. A military guide escorted her to myri-
ad East and West German corpora-
tions, banks, and publishing houses. 
She visited a refugee camp for recent immi-
grants from the east, met with German 
politicians and business people, and sam-
pled German cuisine. Correia talked poli-
revolution and they were thrown out." The military was one aspect of German culture Kathy Correia experienced during a unique seminar there. 
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in May, when she traveled to 
Stockholm for the lOth World 
Congress of the International 
Association of Theater for Chil-
dren and Young People. More 
than 800 children's theater 
experts came to share in the 
event. 
Atkin, a 1940 graduate of the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
and the School of Education, 
says it was particularly uplifting 
to see "the excitement, serious-
ness, and devotion of people 
from all over the world looking 
for solutions to problems 
through theater. There was 
great diversity of opinion 
among the participants. T here 
were those who wish to pre-
serve ethnicity in children's 
theater and those who want 
drama to help merge cultures." 
T hroughout the nine-day 
conference Atkin saw a dozen Flora Atkin (second from right) respresmted the United States at an international conference on children s theater. She is 
showtt with a street theater troupe in Stockholm. performances and attended 
numerous educational seminars and discus-
sions. One of her favorite productions was 
performed by Byteatern (the Village The-
ater) of Sweden. The group performed The 
Adventures of Peer Gynt, an adaptation of 
Ibsen's Peer Gynt. The colorful production 
of hand and stick puppets and half-masked 
actors addressed sensitive issues, including 
power and sex roles. 
tics, money, and foreign affairs. She debat-
ed issues of defense, media, and interna-
tional relations. All this at age 24. 
Correia says it was an ideal time to visit 
Germany. "To have seen East Germany 
and the Berlin Wall a few weeks before the 
drastic change was a priceless opportunity." 
Correia, who works as executive produc-
er of the North American Network, a 
national radio network based in Washing-
ton, D.C., was one of 14 professional Amer-
icans who received a scholarship from the 
West German government to participate in 
a 10-day seminar on German-American 
relations. It included meetings about, and 
tours of, German businesses, political 
establishments, and historical locations. 
"They felt we were representative of the 
future decision-makers in the United 
States," says Correia, a 1987 graduate of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the New-
house School. "And they wanted to provide 
us with as much information about them-
selves and their system as they could . . .. 
T hey wanted to make us aware and have us 
become somewhat sympathetic to their 
views and their world." 
Two days into the program, the Ameri-
cans were joined by 14 scholarship winners 
from West Germany. Correia says it became 
apparent that the Germans feel a strong 
sense of unity with Americans. "They were 
eager to learn from us just as we were eager 
to learn from them," says Correia. 
During the seminar, Correia attended a 
luncheon at a West German business in a 
building that overlooked the Wall. The 
subsequent crumbling of the Wall "had an 
incredible personal and professional impact 
on me," says Correia. "When you get close 
to something like that and you look at it, 
you realize it's just the making of man. It's 
a man-made entity and it doesn't mean 
anything more than what we attach to it." 
Recently, one of the German scholarship 
winners visited the United States and met 
with Correia. "We had a lot of new things to 
discuss," she says, "now that the Wall has 
come down." 
- MARY ElLEN M ENGUCCI 
FLORA ATKIN '40 
Kid Stuff A s the end of summer approaches, your five-year-old daughter is get-ting antsy. Even the beach and 
swingset seem to bore her. So you 
look for new entertainment options 
and decide on a local children's the-
ater production. But the play, a poorly 
rehearsed rendition of The Princess and the 
Pea, disappoints both of you and you never 
attend another show there. You return to 
your te levision. 
According to Flora Blumenthal Atkin, 
children's theater disappoints audiences 
too often. "People fail to take children's 
theater seriously," says Atkin, an award-
winning director and playwright of chil-
dren's theater. 
"I feel that the quality must be very 
high. Children deserve better than second-
rate food . Give them quality food. It might 
not be a meal at a French restaurant . . . . But 
the food should be well-prepared and high-
quality. And this is how I feel about theater 
for youth. You don't think 'Oh, it's just chil-
dren's stuff.' Good theater for youth is good 
theater for all ages." 
Atkin had children's theater on her mind 
According to Atkin, some of the best 
children's productions are those that care-
fully address sensitive themes. But she cau-
tions, "The material must be put into an 
artistic form. We aren't reproducing raw 
life. We're giving the child magic and hope. 
Let us not ignore sensitive issues like 
death, divorce, or disease. But let us treat 
them sensitively, gently, from a child's 
viewpoint." 
Atkin, a Chevy Chase, Maryland, resi-
dent, is a founder of the In-School Players 
of Adventures Theatre in Glen Echo, 
Maryland, near Washington, D.C. In 1977 
she received the Chorpenning Cup-a 
national children's theater award-after 
writing Golliwhoppers. Her productions 
have been performed at the Smithsonian 
Institution and the Kennedy Center. With 
Helen Hachten Popenoe, a 1958 graduate 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, she 
runs Matinee Lollipops, a public service , 
organization that advises parents, child-care 
givers, and parent-teacher associations on 
children's entertainment. 
She plans to share her conference expe-
rie nces through Matinee Lollipops and 
hopes eventually to see children and their 
parents enjoying theater as much as the 
beach. 
- MARY ELLEN MENGUCCI 
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